
 
The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the information on the syllabus. Any changes will be announced in 
class, and a revised syllabus posted online. Students are responsible for noting any modifications that are announced. 

POLITICAL THEORY TO 1700 
PSCI 3310 (section 001) 

2013 Fall (July 8 - Aug 9, 2013) 
TR 8-9:20a • BLB room 260 

Instructor: Mr. Evan M. Lowe 
Office: 142 Wooten Hall 
Email: EvanLowe@my.unt.edu 
Office Hours: TR 9:30-11a & by appt 
 
Course Rationale: 

What is the best way for each of us to live? The notion that there may only one correct answer to this and 
similar questions is alien and perhaps unnerving to us. We, the products of modern Liberalism, above all to 
think that one should live and let live, that however one might decide such questions, it is one’s own business 
and no one else’s. We, in the West may decide to live as we wish and we do so nearly free from coercion.  

Attentive observers will note, however, that satisfaction with the easy-come-easy-go lifestyle familiar to us has 
waned. Doubt has crept back in. Although external challenges are most easily recognized (e.g. terrorist 
attacks, election of fundamentalist governments), there also appears to be an almost ineffable gloom that 
surrounds even the most ardent proponents of Liberalism. Perhaps we feel that we are “missing” something 
but can’t quite put our finger on what change we desire or why. We change careers frequently -- more than 
ever before. The youthful life-stage in which one “takes some time to find himself” now often extends into 
one’s late 20s or early 30s, if it is ever concluded at all. We find nothing steady, nothing we’re willing to stand 
by. Change appears the only constant in our lives. Our near-constant agitation suggests that the once held 
certainty that freedom is both necessary and sufficient for individual happiness has been called into question. 
Happiness, the promise of Liberalism, has already been a long time coming and still does not yet appear to be 
within hailing distance. The thoughtful person begins to ask if we have backed the wrong horse and wishes to 
reassess for himself from the beginning. 

This class will take up the questions of classical political philosophy: what is the best life for a human being? 
Is political life compatible with that best life and, if so, which regime is the best? What is justice? Virtue? Are 
these to be pursued for their own sake or for some resultant benefit? We will investigate the responses of 
classical thinkers to these questions, trying to understand them on their own terms. Upon reaching such an 
understanding as best we can, we will assess their sufficiency, concluding the course with the first full-frontal 
attack on classical thought (Machiavelli) and an assessment of his admonitions.  

Required Texts: All students should purchase the following texts. These editions have been selected for 
their superior readability and quality of translation. It is imperative that you purchase these editions as other 
editions vary significantly.  

• Aristophanes and Plato, Four Texts on Socrates. Trans. Grace and Tom West (Cornell University Press) 
ISBN: 0801485746 

• Aristotle, The Politics. Trans. Peter L. Phillips Simpson (North Carolina University Press) ISBN: 
0807846376 

• Machiavelli, The Prince. Trans. Harvey C. Mansfield, Jr. (Chicago University Press) ISBN: 0226500446 
• Plato, Republic. Trans. Allan Bloom (Basic Books) ISBN: 0465069347 

 
Recommended: Students need neither purchase nor read any of these, but for those who wish to read 
further on their own, these would be a good place to start. 

• Ambler, Wayne and Thomas L. Pangle. “Introduction: Divine Comedy -- Aristophanes’ Critique of 
Zeus” in Aristophanes Critique of the Gods: Birds, Peace, Wealth. 2013. Paul Dry Books: Philadelphia. 
ISBN: 9781589880788 
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o NOTE: Most of the literature on Aristophanes is quite bad and not recommended. If you’re interested 

in reading more, I have a few further suggestions. Browsing JSTOR, however, is likely to generate a 
list of unhelpful and often genuinely bad articles. 

• Ambler, Wayne. “Aristotle on Acquisition.” Canadian Journal of Political Science (17:3), September 1984. 
pp. 487-502 

• Ambler, Wayne. “Aristotle on Nature and Politics: The Case of Slavery.” Political Theory (15:3), 
August 1987. pp. 390-410. 

• Ambler, Wayne. “Aristotle’s Understanding of the Naturalness of the City.” Review of Politics (47:2), 
April, 1985. pp. 163-85. 

• Arnhart, Larry. 2003. Political Questions: Political Philosophy from Plato to Rawls (3rd Edition). ISBN: 
1577662636 

• Lord, Carnes. “Aristotle” in History of Political Philosophy (3rd Edition). 1987. Joseph Cropsey and Leo 
Strauss, editors. ISBN: 0226777103 

o NOTE: The Aristotle chapter in the 1st and 2nd editions of this text (by Harry Jaffa) is superior to that 
in the 3rd. Unfortunately, these editions are out of print. They may be available in our library. I will 
also upload a scanned copy of that chapter to our Bb site. 

• Stauffer, Devin. 2001. Plato’s Introduction to the Question of Justice. ISBN: 0791447464 
 
Resources: 
• http://www.perseus.tufts.edu -- Access to Greek, Latin, and other original language texts. Interactive 

dictionaries available. 
• http://www.partiallyexaminedlife.com/ -- a podcast that takes up discussions of potentially relevant 

issues. Be sure not to adopt any of the podcasters’ opinions as your own. Not all podcasts are equal 
(or good). [The one on The Republic is particularly “not good.”] 

• http://www.radiolab.org -- This is nothing to do with the course directly, but often addresses issues 
that pertain to questions addressed by political philosophy and science. 
 

Course Assignments 
 

• Attendance [see section below] 
• Reading Quizzes 100 points  
• Short paper (2-4 pages): 150 points (due: Sept 26) 
• Midterm paper (5-7 pages) 200 points (due: Oct 22)  
• Midterm Exam 200 points (Oct 22) 
• Final paper (5-7 pages) 200 points (due: Nov 26) 
• Final Exam 200 points (Dec 10) 

 
Grading: The standard university grading scale will apply (≥900 points = A, 800-899 = B, 700-799 = C, 600-
699 = D, < 600 = F).  
**NOTE: Assignments offer a possible 1,050 points on a 1,000 point grading scale. Since you have a 50-point 
buffer, no extra credit will be available. No exceptions. 
 
Grades will neither round nor be changed unless I make an error. The grade you earn is the grade you receive. 
 
Any grade dispute must be made within 2 weeks. After 2 weeks grades may not be disputed.  
 
Attendance: Regular attendance is highly correlated with success. I want students to be successful. Each 
student is permitted to miss 3 course meetings throughout the semester. These “free” absences are intended 
to cover car trouble, appointments, illness, job interviews, etc. Every absence beyond these 3 will result in the 
loss of 30 points from the final grade earned in the course. {Remember that 100 points is a full letter grade.}  
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Exams: Both the midterm and final exams will be taken in class in blue books that will be provided. Do not 
bring or use your own. No exams will be distributed after the first exam is turned in. Be on time. 
 
Make up policy: Granting make up exams is to be entirely at the instructor’s discretion. Requests for make 
up exams must be made in person and for a valid reason. No request will be heard after one week past the 
exam date -- prior to missing the exam is obviously better and more likely to be granted. University 
sponsored events will be excused, but the student must bring written record of participation in the event 
prior to the exam. Make up exams will not be the same questions as the missed exam.  
 
No reading quizzes may be made up. 
 
Reading quizzes: Reading quizzes will be posted online and must be taken before the class during which we 
discuss the material covered by the quiz. Quizzes will close at class time. Students will have one attempt to 
complete a quiz once it is opened. I highly recommend that you read before opening the quiz if you wish to be 
successful. Quizzes may be completed early, but availability will be staggered to match course progress. 
 
Paper Assignments: Students will be given a handout with prompts approximately two weeks prior to the 
due date of each paper. Page limits are to be followed; learning how to write clearly and with concision is a 
must. Papers should NOT  be a “book report.” Your first task is to answer the question. You should 
demonstrate your understanding of the question and present your evidence from the text in a clear, 
argumentative paper. We will talk about this more when we hand out paper topics. 
 
Papers must be turned in at the start of class and submitted to turnitin.com (see below for log in details; do 
NOT use Blackboard). As long as the paper is submitted at the beginning of class, it will be considered on 
time. No grade will be released, however, until your paper is submitted to turnitin.com. Papers must be 
stapled and titled. 
 
Late papers will be docked 20 points (10%) for every calendar day that they are late. 
 
Turnitin Info: 
 Course ID: 6871637 
 Password: Daimonion (This password is case sensitive) 
 
**You will need to create an account at turnitin.com if you don’t already have one and add our course. You 
can then upload your papers in a variety of formats. 
 
Miscellaneous Information: 
 
Email Etiquette: Email is the preferred means of contact. When emailing, you need to follow a few rules: 

1. Include the course and section number (PSCI 3310.001) in the subject line of the email. I have 
multiple courses and including this information will help ensure a prompt and accurate response. 

2. Do not use text/instant message language. Emails that lack punctuation, or are spelled such that I 
cannot be sure what question you are asking will not receive responses.  

3. Clearly identify yourself. If your email address is “n’sync_no1fan_1991@aol.com,” 
“OMG_robert_pattinson@hotmail.net,” “ToughDude42069@tx.rr.com,” or something similar, I 
won’t know who you are unless you sign your name. 

4. Check the syllabus first.  
 
Communication: I will not discuss grades via email or telephone. This is to protect your privacy, in 
accordance with FERPA. Grading questions must be addressed during my office hours. If my office hours 
are in direct conflict with your course schedule, please contact me to set up an appointment.  
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Classroom Conduct: There will be little tolerance for disruptive behavior. Students are to be attentive and 
awake in class. Texting, online chatting, surfing the internet, carrying on conversation with those around you, 
etc. will not be tolerated as these things are a distraction to other students. Students not displaying 
appropriate conduct will be asked to leave class. Coffee and other beverages are fine -- indeed encouraged if, 
like me, you “need” coffee in the morning -- but please do not eat in class. 
 
Class will begin and end on time. I will not hold you late. Do not, therefore, begin shuffling papers and 
loading your bags prior to the end of class. This is rude and distracting to other students. 
 
Academic Integrity (cheating): No form of cheating will be tolerated. The UNT catalogue states that 
cheating includes, but is not limited to: (1) depending on sources that are unauthorized and/or without 
proper citation, (2) unauthorized assistance on exams/workbook assignments, (3) possession of faculty or 
staff’s academic material. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: (1) a direct quotation or paraphrase of 
uncited material, whether intentional or owing to neglect; (2) use of work done by another individual, even if 
done expressly for you. Cheating and/or plagiarism will be treated severely. Cheating or plagiarism may result 
in failure of the course and the filing of a report with the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, who 
may impose further penalties. 
 
Religious Observances: I will be happy to recognize and excuse religious holidays and observances that 
conflict with class assignments and/or meetings. It is, however, the student’s responsibility to bring these to 
my attention ahead of time. Notification after the fact will not suffice for excuse. 
 
ADA Statement: Students with a disability who wish to be accommodated should see the instructor by the 
end of the first week of class so that the appropriate material can be filed with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA). Students with disabilities are welcome to participate without special 
accommodation, but filing paperwork leaves the option open should accommodation be desired later. ODA 
makes final recommendations regarding what constitutes “reasonable accommodation,” the standard 
established by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
 
UNT Program for Student Success: UNT has recently developed a program to help students be successful 
in coursework and life. Their advice consists of six points: 1) show up, 2) find support, 3) take control, 4) be 
prepared, 5) get involved, and 6) be persistent. For more, please see this website: http://bit.ly/19C4Wzl. By 
clicking on each of the points, you can see more information, including the dates and times of free workshops 
that address and develop related skills. 
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Tentative Reading Schedule: 

This is a general guide to our readings this semester. I do not expect to depart from it, but may if it seems necessary as we proceed.  
 

For each book, I will be making a more detailed reading outline available on Bb. These supplementary outlines will 
contain questions and points for your consideration for each assignment. These are intended to help focus your reading 

and thinking, though they are in no way exhaustive of the topics contained in each selection. 
 
R. Aug. 29: Introduction: “What is Political Philosophy?”   

The Classics Against Socrates 

T. Sept. 3—Clouds, lines 1-626. 

R. Sept. 5—Clouds, lines 626-1104.  

T. Sept. 10—Clouds, lines 1105-1511.  

A Case for Socrates Against Critics? 

R. Sept. 12—Apology, 17a-23b.  

T. Sept. 17— Apology, 23b-33c.  

R. Sept. 19— Apology, 33c-38b.  

T. Sept. 24— Apology, 38b-42a.  

Classical Political Philosophy and the Question(s) of Justice, Education, and the City 

R. Sept. 26—Republic, Book I (327a-336a).     [Short Paper due] 

T. Oct. 1— Republic, Book I (336b-354c).  

R. Oct. 3— Republic, Book II (357a-367e). 

T. Oct. 8— Republic, Book II (367e-383c).  

R. Oct. 10— Republic, Book III (esp. 386a-394d, 412b-417b).  

T. Oct. 15— Republic, Book IV (esp. 427e-441c, 441c-445e).    

R. Oct 17— Republic … and time to ask questions before exam 

T. Oct. 22— MIDTERM EXAM     [Midterm Paper due] 

R. Oct. 24— Republic, Book V (esp 449a-74c). 

T. Oct. 29— Republic, Book VI (esp. 484a-90d), Book VII (514a-21b), and Book VIII (561c-e). 

R. Oct. 31— Republic, summary/discussion 

Classical “Political Science:” Investigation into the Nature and Origin of the Best Regime 

T. Nov. 5— Politics, Book I, ch. 1-7, 13 

R. Nov. 7— Politics, Book II, ch. 7-8, Book III, ch. 1-5 

T. Nov. 12— Politics, Book III, ch. 6-17. 

R. Nov. 14— Politics, Book IV, ch. 1-4, 7-9, 13 

T. Nov. 19— Politics, Summary/discussion.  
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Outbreak of Modernity: An Attack on the Classics 

R. Nov. 21—Prince, dedicatory letter - Ch. V).  

T. Nov. 26—Prince, Ch. VI-X     [FINAL PAPER DUE] 

R. Nov. 28—THANKSGIVING BREAK (no class)  

T. Dec. 3—Prince, Ch. XI-XIX. 

R. Dec. 5—Prince, Ch. XX-XXVI & Letter to Vettori (Appendix).  

 

T. Dec. 10––FINAL EXAM      


